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Preface to the 1996 Edition

| am happy to commend this publication to the church. Our gratitude goes
to so many for their painstaking work in compiling the material, most
notably Ken Booth and Margaret Wood. Their investment in this project
has been immense from the outset, as Ken’s introduction illustrates.

a)

Each commemoration includes a short biographical section, a
“liturgical paragraph” suitable to be read out at a service, and the
suggested Sentences, Prayers, and Readings for liturgical use.

b) The Maori material was made available to the appropriate people

c)

in the respective tribal areas and not only were they checked by
them but their approval was sought and obtained. The material
may be the most straightforward source of information about
both M3ori and other commemorations from Aotearoa / New
Zealand and the Pacific.

The book effectively replaces The New Zealand Calendar 1980 in
relation to the sections called (i) Saints’ Days and Other
Commemorations (updated to fit the Calendar / Te Maramataka
of A New Zealand Prayer Book — He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa,
(ii) Sentences, Prayers and Readings for Other Special Days
(updated to reflect the Prayer Book, page 13, these are
formularies), and (iii) Sentences, Prayers and Readings for Various
Occasions (see The New Zealand Calendar, pages 54-63, 90). For
useful resources to replace the weekday and seasonal sections for
Advent, Lent, and Eastertide from The New Zealand Calendar
(pages 64-89), refer Ken Booth’s Advent to Easter (1992), The
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia Liturgical
Commission’s publication, From Ashes to Fire (1990), or other
Anglican or ecumenical resources.

Bishop George Connor

Chair

Common Life Liturgical Commission
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia
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Introduction to the 1996 Edition

When the Provincial Commission on Prayer Book Revision, which
produced A New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o
Aotearoa, disbanded on the completion of the Prayer Book, it left in
an incomplete state some material intended to serve as a guide to
the Calendar. Various members of the Commission had offered to
produce the material on various commemorations, or had promised
to persuade others to do so. Most of the entries in the Calendar had
had some work done on them by the end of 1989. Some had been
very carefully prepared, but quite a lot of the material was only in
rough note form. Up to that point quite a number of people had
been involved in the gathering of material.

The project then languished for a while. Eventually Margaret Wood
and | offered to see it through to completion, and the Standing
Committee of General Synod gave its approval. Margaret and |
committed ourselves to providing a draft version of the work for use
by the church during 1991. | undertook the editorial work and the
commissioning of some of the remaining material from others, and
Margaret saw to the data entry and printing of the hard copy. The
incomplete state of the material we took over and the very tight
production schedule meant that many of the entries had to be
included without detailed checking. The work, published as For All
The Saints, was very warmly welcomed by the church.

It had always been understood that in due course a thorough
revision of the material would be done and a definitive publication
arranged. Many of those who subscribed to the trial publication
sent in corrections. This volume is the result of the work of checking
and correcting the entries. The revision proved to be a very large
task, as some of the material hastily put together for inclusion in For
All The Saints proved to be erroneous or incomplete. Nevertheless,
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some of the material prepared for the first edition was of a high
standard and needed no modification beyond the requirements of
stylistic consistency. While, therefore, | must take due responsibility
for the final form of the work, including any remaining errors, and
for the parts | wrote myself, | would not want anyone to think that
all the work is my own. In the nature of the case, one element
calling for original creative writing was the collects, and these owe
their form to the particular individuals or groups who produced
them.

The task of compiling and editing this publication has been
absorbing and rewarding. If at times the commitment required by
the task seemed daunting, | have completed it with a profound
sense of respect and admiration for the people commemorated by
the church. They represent almost every century of the church's
history and most corners of the world. Of particular interest are the
commemorations marking the history of the church in New Zealand
and the Pacific.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and
perfector of our faith. Hebrews 12:1,2
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Note to the Revised Edition

The decision to make the publication available electronically has
provided an opportunity to correct some minor mistakes in the text,
make any changes to observances that had been adopted by
General Synod/Te Hinota Whanui since the original publication, and
to update the bibliographies where appropriate.

Ken Booth
Theology House
Christchurch

31 December 2005

This printing contains further updates after 2005 as approved by the
General Synod / Te Hinota Whanui.

September 2015
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Note about Further Reading

No bibliographies are provided for most of the individual entries in
this compilation. However, those interested in exploring further are
invited to consult the following scholarly works, each of which
provides additional bibliographical information.

On the Feasts and Holy Days of the Church Year:

Paul F. Bradshaw, ed., The New SCM Dictionary of Liturgy
and Worship, London, SCM, 2002.

Cheslyn Jones, et al., The Study of Liturgy, revised edition,
London, SPCK, 1992.

A.G. Martimort, ed., The Church at Prayer: An Introduction to
the Liturgy, vol. 4, The Liturgy and Time, Eng trans.,
Collegeville, The Liturgical Press, 1986.

On the saints of the world-wide church, including figures not
formally canonised:

Donald Attwater with Catherine Rachel John, The Penguin
Dictionary of Saints, 3rd ed., Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1995.
Butler's Lives of the Saints, new full edition, 12 vols, London,
Burns & Oates, 1995-2000.

F.L. Cross and E.A. Livingstone, The Oxford Dictionary of the
Christian Church, 3rd ed., London, OUP, 1997.

D.H. Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of Saints, 2nd ed.,
Oxford, OUP, 1987.

New Catholic Encyclopaedia, 15 vols, New York, McGraw-Hill,
1967.

The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15th ed., 32 vols,
Chicago, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 197.



Acknowledgements

On the New Zealand Commemorations:

The Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, Vol. one, 1769-
1869. Wellington, Allen & Unwin/Dept. of Internal Affairs,
1990; Vol. two, 1870-1900. Wellington, Bridget Williams
Books/Dept. of Internal Affairs, 1993; Vol. three, 1901-1920.
Auckland, Auckland University Press/Dept. of Internal Affairs,
1996; Vol. four, 1921-1940. Auckland, Auckland University
Press/Dept. of Internal Affairs, 1998; Vol. five, 1941-1960.
Auckland, Auckland University Press/Dept. of Internal Affairs,
2000.

Nga Tangata Taumata Rau, 1: 1769-1869; 2: 1870-1900; 3:
1901-1920; 4: 1921-1940; 5: 1941-1960.

These biographies are also available on the web in English
and Maori at
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/teara-biographies

Other Sources:

There are a few entries for which no information is available
in any of the above reference works. A note on relevant
sources is given at the end of such entries.



Scripture quotations in English (other than from the Psalms) are
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and used by permission.
Quotations in English from the Psalms are from A New Zealand
Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, copyright © by The
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia and used
by permission.

Quotations in Maori are from Te Paipera Tapu me nga whakatikanga
tuhituhi (The Holy Bible in Maori with modified orthography) © Nga
Ringa Hapai i te Paipera Tapu ki Aotearoa 1952, 2012 (Bible Society
New Zealand Inc. 1952, 2012) and used by permission.

© Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia

It is our hope that the information contained here will enable
Anglicans and others to be informed of the ministry of this Church.
The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia is a
constitutionally autonomous member of the worldwide Anglican
Communion. The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and
Polynesia encompasses the area described by its title. The 1992
Constitution of this Church provides for three partners to order their
affairs within their own cultural context. Within Aotearoa New
Zealand, Tikanga Pakeha comprises seven Dioceses, Tikanga

Maori comprises five Hui Amorangi, the boundaries of which differ
from those of the dioceses. Tikanga Pasifika encompasses Fiji,
Tonga, Samoa and the Cook Islands, and is known as the Diocese of
Polynesia. Publication: 'Anglican Taonga' (Treasure) is a publication
affirming the unity and diversity of the Anglican community in these
islands.
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Saints’ Days
and Other Commemorations



The Naming of Jesus January 1

“Jesus” represents the Greek (and Latin) form of the Hebrew name
Yeshua, a very common name among Jews in antiquity. Until the
exile, the longer form Yehoshua was used, which appears in the
English Bible as Joshua.

On the eighth day a newborn boy was circumcised. In Judaism this is
understood as the sign of the everlasting covenant (Genesis 17:11-
13), and the gospel implies no special significance in the case of
Jesus. The weight falls on the naming of Jesus, which our Prayer
Book celebrates. A child was normally named at birth, but the name
may have been linked with this occasion, much as infant baptism is
often supposed to include a naming ceremony. Luke makes an
explicit connection between naming and circumcision in the cases of
both John the Baptist (Luke 1:59) and Jesus (Luke 2:21). Matthew
(1:25) seems to imply a naming at birth.

The etymology of the name Jesus is drawn out, not in the story in
Luke, but in the account in Matthew of the annunciation to Joseph
of Jesus’ birth, “for he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew
1:21). The Hebrew, Yeshua, was thought to mean “The Lord (Yah)
saves.” Its significance will have been evident to Jewish Christians,
and indeed to those who heard Jesus himself preach salvation. But
the angel refers not to political salvation like that gained through
the leadership of the first Joshua (cf. Ecclesiasticus 46:1); Jesus will
save his people, yes, but he will save them from their sins. It will be
in fulfilment of the psalmist’s promise that “the Lord will redeem
you from all your many sins” (Psalm 130:8); our relationship with
God will be restored. Indeed, at the time of Jesus, it was expected
that the Davidic messiah would establish a “holy people”, i.e., the
house of Israel set free from its sins. Matthew makes the links of
Jesus to the line of David very clear.
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In the gospel narratives of his life, the name Jesus of course occurs
frequently. In Acts the name is used also of the risen Lord, especially
in connection with Stephen and with Paul’s conversion. Often,
however, it occurs in combinations like “the Lord Jesus”, “Christ
Jesus”, or “Jesus Christ”. In the New Testament letters, the simple
name “Jesus” is rather rare, and for Paul it usually refers to the
historical Jesus. The healing of the cripple near the Temple,
recorded in Acts, is a classic demonstration of salvation “in the
name of Jesus the Nazarene” (Acts 3:6).

The feast we know as The Naming of Jesus began as the Feast of the
Circumcision, celebrated one week, i.e., on the eighth day, after
Christmas Day. It appears to have originated in the sixth century and
spread gradually throughout the church. The day that celebrated
the circumcision has been retained, but the emphasis is now on the
naming of Jesus.



The Naming of Jesus January 1

FOR LITURGICAL USE

“Jesus” is a version of the Hebrew name Yeshua (Joshua), very
common among Jews in antiquity. In the gospel story, the weight
falls not on Jesus’ circumcision (the sign of the covenant) but on his
naming. The name was thought to mean “The Lord saves”; Jesus is
to “save his people from their sins”. The name “Jesus” occurs
frequently in the New Testament, often, outside the Gospels, in
combinations like “the Lord Jesus”, “Christ Jesus”, or “Jesus Christ”.

SENTENCE

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among us by which we must be saved. Acts 4: 12
COLLECTS

We thank you, Lord God, for the gift of your Son

whom you commanded to be called Jesus;

grant that we may so honour his name on earth,

that others may be led to him who alone is Lord and Saviour.

Praise to you, Christ our Redeemer

for you were circumcised this day

and given Jesus as your name.

Praise to you, Jesus, well are you named
for you save us from our sins.

Hear this prayer for your name’s sake.



PSALMS 25:1-11 98

READINGS

Isaiah 45: 15-23 A God who saves

or Philippians 2: 5-11 The name above every name
Luke 2:15-21 He was called Jesus

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins. Matthew 1: 21



Seraphim of Sarov January 2
Mystic, Russia

Seraphim was born as Prokhor Moshnin in 1759 at Kursk in Russia.
He entered the monastery of Sarov near Moscow as a novice in
1779. In 1786, after taking monastic vows, he received the name
Seraphim. He was ordained deacon in 1786 and priest in 1793. From
1794 he chose to live in seclusion as a hermit in the forest seven
kilometres from the monastery. He looked after a small garden,
tended bees, read and meditated on the Bible and the fathers. He
shared his food with the wild animals which came to him.

The discipline and severity of his lifestyle was astonishing, with long
periods of fasting. He encountered the deepest spiritual conflicts:
“He who has chosen the desert and silence must feel himself
constantly crucified.” In 1804 he was attacked by robbers and
carried the effect of the wounds for the rest of his life. Because of
his failing health he returned to the monastery in 1810, and lived
there in solitude in his small cell. In 1825 he agreed to share his
insights with others and became a staretz (spiritual director, guide
and soul-friend) to the people who came to him in their thousands.

Seraphim had outstanding gifts of healing, perception and spiritual
discernment, believing intensely in the power of prayer to give
healing. He was known for his visions, his prophecies, his radiant
joyful faith, and a particular love of children. Despite his personally
austere ways he was always gentle-spirited and full of compassion
towards others, seeing his priestly ministry as one of bringing
comfort to the afflicted. He stressed the importance of joy and
cheerfulness in the spiritual life. “Christ, my joy, is risen” was the
expression he preferred above all others with which to greet
people.



The whole purpose of the Christian life, he taught, was nothing
other than the acquisition of the Holy Spirit. It is the infusion of the
Spirit which gives life, the penetration of the entire human being by
the divine energies.

Among works done for the love of Christ, prayer is the
one that most readily obtains the grace of the Holy
Spirit, because it is always at hand. . . . Prayer, more
than anything else, brings us the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Seraphim practised the unceasing “prayer of the heart” or “Jesus
prayer”, which becomes an inner equivalent of the Eucharist, an
unending communion with Jesus, who is present when his name is
spoken. When Jesus has been drawn into the heart, the kingdom
has come, and the soul is at peace. Seraphim emphasised that the
offering of the heart to God and the gift of the kingdom to us are
complementary to one another. Seraphim died in prayer before an
icon of the Virgin in January 1833. His life has been described as “an
icon of Orthodox spirituality”.



Seraphim of Sarov January 2
Mystic, Russia

FOR LIURGICAL USE

Seraphim was a monk and priest of the Russian Church who
became, after many years in solitude, a remarkable spiritual director
(staretz), with great gifts of healing and insight. He was born in
1759. His life, marked by a radiant joy, was centred on the “prayer
of the heart”, or “Jesus prayer”, an unceasing communion with
Jesus. He stressed the need to draw Jesus into one’s heart, and that
“every soul is brought to life by the Holy Spirit.” The whole aim of
the Christian life he defined as the “acquisition of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit and of the Holy Spirit himself”. He died in 1833.

SENTENCE

Great is the might of the Lord; yet the Lord is glorified by the
humble. Ecclesiasticus 3: 20 (adapted)
COLLECTS

Everloving God,

you made your servant Seraphim

an icon of prayer and self-denial;

grant to all your people

selfless love and commitment to others;
through the image of God invisible,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Holy Spirit,

lifeblood to the saints

and to Seraphim the gentle Russian hermit,
absorbed in his prayer,

in his single-minded love for you;

keep our devotion pure, we pray,

and tender-hearted.



PSALMS 119: 145-152 139:1-18

READINGS

Numbers 6: 1-8 Dedicated to the Lord
Ephesians 5: 8-14 Living in the light
John 17: 20-26 To see God’s glory

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

God has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4: 6



Gladys Aylward January 3
Missionary, China

Born in London in 1902, Gladys Aylward left school at fourteen to
become a shop assistant and parlour maid. Although her parents
were Christian, Gladys’ Christianity was purely nominal, until she
was converted by the Reverend F.W. Pitt. After reading a newspaper
article about China’s traditional ways, she became passionately
convinced that God had called her to China to preach the gospel to
the people there. She applied to the China Inland Mission in 1929,
but was eventually declined by them because of her inability to
learn Chinese. Despite that, in 1932 she went via Moscow and Japan
to China, where she joined a Scottish missionary, Jeannie Lawson, in
Yangcheng. Mrs Lawson had been there for half a century, operating
from The Inn of the Sixth Happiness, a hostel for muleteers. This
was an acceptable way of making contact with the local people in an
environment which was hostile to Christian missionaries.

The Chinese had difficulty pronouncing Gladys Aylward’s name, and
called her “Ai Weh Teh” (The Virtuous One). She identified so closely
with the local peasantry that she eventually became naturalised as a
Chinese citizen. She was appointed by General Chiang Kai-Shek to
serve as an inspector of feet, enforcing the abandonment of the
ancient custom of foot-binding.

Following the Manchurian Incident of 1931 and the capture of the
Chinese capital Nanking in 1937, the Japanese invaded her area. She
cared for the wounded and orphaned, becoming involved (against
the advice of other missionaries) with the Chinese Nationalist cause.
She became regarded by the Japanese as a dangerous spy.

In April 1940 Gladys Aylward led one hundred Chinese children
away from the battle zone in northern Shansi, across the mountains
to Sian, where they would be comparatively safe from the Japanese
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invaders. The journey was very dangerous, and she became
desperately ill for a time. She remained in China until 1949, when
she returned to Britain. She was immediately in great demand
because of her story, which she told with simplicity, biblical imagery
and the certainty of faith.

In 1957 she returned to Asia, first to Hong Kong and then Taiwan,
where she continued her work as a missionary among both the
peasants and the American servicemen. She died in 1970 and is
buried in Taipei.

For further reading:

Alan Burgess, The Small Woman, London: Evans Brothers, 1957.
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Gladys Aylward January 3
Missionary, China

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Gladys Aylward was born in London in 1902. She spent her adult life
as a missionary to the Chinese people, mainly in Yangcheng. She
became a Chinese citizen, and was appointed by Chiang Kai-Shek to
assist with the suppression of the custom of foot-binding. She is
best remembered for her journey through the mountains in 1940
with Chinese children fleeing from the Japanese invaders. After
1957 she worked in Taiwan. She died there in 1970.

SENTENCE

God is my salvation; | will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord
God is my strength and my might. Isaiah 12: 2
COLLECTS

Loving God,

you gave your daughter Gladys Aylward

audacity to go into the unknown

and suffer hardship for your children’s sake;

give us willingness to face whatever is strange and terrifying;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Jesus Christ, light of the east as of the west,
you called Gladys the servant girl

to bring your gospel to the end of the earth;
use, we pray, the little that we have.

12



PSALMS 31:1-9 71:1-8

READINGS

Genesis 12: 1-4a Leave your own country
2 Corinthians 11: 16, 23-31 Labours of an apostle
John 6: 16-21 Do not be afraid

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Jesus said, “Go on your way. See, | am sending you out like lambs
into the midst of wolves.” Luke 10: 3
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The Eve of the Epiphany January 5

Originally, 6 January was the date of the celebration of the birth and
baptism of Jesus in those parts of the early church where 6 January
was reckoned as the winter solstice. The western church, following
a different calendar, observed the feast of the birth on 25
December. By a process of mutual influencing, the east adopted 25
December to celebrate the birth of Jesus and kept 6 January to
celebrate the baptism. The western church, by about the fifth
century, extended the celebrations of the birth to include “the
twelve days of Christmas”, culminating on 6 January with the
celebration of the visit of the wise men (Matthew 2:1-12). It is only
very recently that the baptism of Jesus has been observed in the
west, on the first Sunday after the Epiphany.

In Matthew’s time the major thrust of the church’s mission was
directed towards the Gentiles. Jewish Christians were no longer
welcome in the synagogues. So a strong indicator near the
beginning of Matthew’s Gospel of the future Gentile mission is not
surprising. Although many Jews lived in dispersion in the east, the
wise men are plainly presented as Gentiles: they ask for the “king of
the Jews”. Their pagan wisdom evidently included astrology. As
Gentiles, they have received revelation through nature. Like their
precursor Balaam, who foresaw in his vision the rising messianic star
(Numbers 24:17), they perceive some significance in the star of the
Jewish king. But the star alone is not enough; they have to learn the
secret of Jesus’ birthplace from the Jewish Scriptures (through
Herod and his council), that it is from Bethlehem that the ruler will
come (Micah 5:12).

While Herod’s promise to come and worship the child is
treacherous, the wise men of the Gentiles pay him true homage,
offering gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh in accordance with
Scripture
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(cf. Isaiah 60:6; Song of Solomon 3:6). Later it was assumed that the
visitors from Sheba (Isaiah 60:6) fulfilled also the words of Psalm
72:10-11, “May the kings of Sheba and Seba bring their gifts. May all
kings fall prostrate before him.” The number of their gifts suggested
there were three. So three kings from the east become the first to
have worshipped the king in whom God was made manifest.

15



The Eve of the Epiphany January 5

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Today sees the beginning of the end of the Christmas season. We in
New Zealand tend to celebrate Christmas from the beginning of
December till Christmas Day. Our European ancestors began their
celebrations on Christmas Eve, and kept them up till the twelfth day
after Christmas. The theme of Epiphany is manifestation or
revelation: principally the revelation of God in Christ to the Gentiles.

SENTENCE

Light has dawned for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart.
Psalm 97: 11

COLLECTS

Gracious and loving God,

the source of all true light,

grant that the gospel of your Son

may enlighten our hearts

and banish the darkness of this world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

God of the unexpected,
may we who welcome Christ’s revelation
never be threatened by what Christ may reveal.

16



PSALMS 86: 8-12 117

READINGS

Isaiah 49: 7-13 Rulers shall see God’s chosen
Titus 3: 4-7 Our Saviour has appeared
John 8:12-20 The light of the world

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

We have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of
grace and truth. John 1: 14
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The Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ January 6

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Epiphany commemorates the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles,
particularly in the persons of the wise men from the east. The story
reflects the church’s major mission to the Gentiles. Like Balaam of
old, these astrologers had seen the rising messianic star; the Jewish
Scriptures (through Herod) led them to the place of the Jewish
king’s birth at Bethlehem. These Scriptures are fulfilled further in
their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. They have also suggested
that they were three kings who came first to worship our king.

SENTENCE

The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight is coming, says the
Lord of hosts.

COLLECTS

Jesus, as we travel far and fast,

lead our minds back to the wise men following your star,
and forward to the day

when all will see your shining light.

Jesus, light of the world,

let your bright star shine over the place

where the poor have to live;

lead our sages to wisdom and our rulers to reverence.

O God, by the leading of a star

you revealed your Son Jesus Christ to the gentiles;
grant that your Church may be a light to the nations,
so that the whole world may come to see

the splendour of your glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

18



PSALMS 72 96

READINGS

Isaiah 60: 1-6 Nations shall come to your light
Romans 15: 5-13 The hope of the gentiles
Matthew 2: 1-12 Wise men from the east

Isaiah 49: 5-7 Kings shall see and arise
Ephesians 3: 1-12 To preach to the Gentiles

Luke 13:22-30 From east and west
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Hilary January 13
Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher of the Faith

Hilary of Poitiers wrote extensively on Scripture and doctrinal issues.
He was born in Poitiers of pagan parents in the early fourth century
and was given an excellent education in Greek and Latin. He tells of
his acceptance of Christianity and eventual baptism at the age of
about thirty.

Around 350, by popular choice Hilary was elected bishop of his
home town. The church was seriously divided at the time by
theological controversy over whether Christ’s divinity was full and
unqualified, or qualified to some extent. Those favouring the latter
interpretation (the Arians) had the backing of the emperor, and
their local supporters in Gaul forced Hilary into exile under imperial
condemnation from 356 to 360. Hilary made good use of his exile in
Phrygia to become familiar with the theology of the eastern part of
the church. As a result, he was able to help easterners and
westerners understand each other.

Hilary had already been writing extensively on Scripture, using
mainly the typological interpretation favoured by Origen (i.e., that
the Old Testament contains “types” of the New Testament gospel).
He now turned his attention to the defence of the full divinity of
Christ, in the tradition of Athanasius, basing his arguments on
Scripture. His major work is his De Trinitate (On the Trinity).

Hilary wrote from exile to the emperor, pleading for a fair trial and
an opportunity of defending his theological position. The emperor
ignored him, but, on the emperor’s death, Hilary returned to
Poitiers to a hero’s welcome. He succeeded in rallying like-minded
bishops in Gaul to the cause of the defence of the theology
espoused at Nicea in 325. He died about 367, before seeing the
triumph at Constantinople in 381 of the “orthodoxy” he had
defended.

20



Hilary made a significant contribution to biblical exegesis in the
west, was important as an intermediary between eastern and
western theology, and was greatly respected as a pastor of his

people.

21



Hilary January 13
Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher of the Faith

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Hilary was born in Poitiers in the early fourth century and was
elected bishop of the city by popular acclaim in 350. He became
caught up in the controversies of the day over Jesus’ relationship to
God, himself defending the full divinity of Christ. He suffered exile
for his stand between 356 and 360. His role as intermediary
between eastern and western theologies, and his work, On the
Trinity, gave him a significant place among early theologians. He
died about 367.

SENTENCE

The Lord gives wisdom; and from the mouth of the Lord come
knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2: 6 (adapted)
COLLECTS

Almighty God,

your servant Hilary stood firm in the faith

and suffered exile for his integrity;

grant that we may never waver from our faith,
but abide steadfast in your Son,

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit;

for you are one God, now and for ever.

Jesus,

harried by your claim to identify with God,
glorified by Hilary who insisted on it,

you are our Redeemer.

22



PSALMS 119: 153-160 43

READINGS

Isaiah 28: 23-29 Taught by God

3 John 1-8 Living truth

John 8:31-36 The truth sets free

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

We proclaim Christ crucified, the power of God and the wisdom of
God. 1 Corinthians 1: 23, 24
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Sava January 14
Founder and First Archbishop of the Serbian Church

Sava (or Sabas) was born about 1176, the third son of King Stephen |
of Serbia. In 1191 he went secretly to Mount Athos, where he
became a monk. Three years later, his father abdicated in favour of
his eldest son Stephen Il and joined Sava as a monk on Mount
Athos. Together they founded the Monastery of Chilandari for
Serbian monks. This monastery (which still exists today) in the
Middle Ages was a centre for Serbian culture and religion. As an
abbot, Sava was famous for his kind yet firm way of training his
young monks. While at Chilandari he began the translations of
religious books into the Serbo-Croat language, a task which was to
be an important part of his life’s work.

About 1208, Sava returned to Serbia because of civil unrest and the
rivalry of his brothers. Both country and church were in crisis. Clergy
were few, and the Christianity of most of the people merely
nominal. He established himself as archimandrite of the monastery
of Studenitsa, and then set about organising the Serbian church. He
used monks who came with him from Mount Athos for missionary
and pastoral work. He set up an independent local hierarchy, of
which he was elected the first archbishop, being consecrated in
1219. In civil affairs he contributed to the unification of the Serbian
state under his brother Stephen Il. His translations both of those he
made and those he inspired, together with his building and
embellishment of churches, integrated the church into the cultural
life of the Serbian people.

Always a monk at heart, Sava used to retire from time to time to a
hermitage near Studenitsa for spiritual refreshment. He was also
greatly interested in pilgrimages to Jerusalem and Mount Sinai. In
both places he organised accommodation for Serbian monks and
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pilgrims. He himself made two pilgrimages to Jerusalem, and died
during the second on 14 January 1235 at Trnovo in Bulgaria while
returning from the Middle East.

He is revered by both the Orthodox and Catholics of the Balkan area
and is the patron saint of Serbia. The cathedral in Belgrade is
dedicated under his name. An icon of the Saviour copied from a
Chilandari original is the centre-piece of the ecumenical chapel in
the Roman Catholic Cathedral in Christchurch.
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Sava January 14
Founder and First Archbishop of the Serbian Church

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Sava, a younger son of King Stephen | of Serbia, left home in his
teens to become a monk on Mount Athos. There his father joined
him a few years later. Together they founded the monastery of
Chilandari, a centre of Serbian religion and culture, which continues
to this day. About 1208, Sava returned to Serbia and helped
consolidate the kingdom under his brother Stephen Il. He also
reformed and reorganised religious life. He established an
autonomous Serbian church and became its first archbishop. Sava
died in 1235. He is the patron saint of Serbia.

SENTENCE

| will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and
they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, says the Lord.

Jeremiah 23: 4
COLLECTS

Loving God,

you called your servant Sava

to found and build the Serbian church;

may we who are built on Christ’s foundation
be living stones,

effective witnesses to the gospel;

through our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Jesus,

you call on us to choose the better part;
would that we always had the opportunity!
Give us grace

if you call us, as you called Sava,

to sacrifice our peace.
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PSALMS a7 111

READINGS

Jeremiah 1: 4-9 To whom | send you, you shall go
1 Corinthians 9: 16-19 All for the sake of the gospel
Matthew 4: 12-23 Fishing for people

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
Mark 12: 10

27



Antony of Egypt January 17
Abbot

Antony was one of the earliest leaders of the monastic movement in
the church, and did much to popularise this style of Christian
discipleship in the third and fourth centuries.

He was born in 251 in Egypt. His parents died while he was young,
and he and his younger sister inherited the family estates. Six
months later, Antony listened to the gospel passage, “Go, sell your
possessions, and give the money to the poor” (Matthew 19-21), and
determined to do likewise. He made provision for his sister and then
became an anchorite (a solitary ascetic). He withdrew to a desert
area to live a life of strict prayer, labour, and fasting, providing for
his needs by gardening and making mats.

Antony was not the first Christian ascetic, but his lifestyle had a
great appeal in the late third and early fourth centuries as a model
for the committed Christian. In a world which saw civilisation in
terms of the cities, the desert was the haunt of demons. With the
growing popularity of Christianity, the earnest zeal of some
Christians, which had led to martyrdom under persecution, now
found a new outlet in carrying the fight with evil into the desert.
Such a movement was enhanced by the growing totalitarianism of
society in the Roman Empire, battened down for survival; the desert
offered a viable alternative. The ascetic movement also gained
favour from the basic Platonism of the age, which valued things of
the mind and spirit much more highly than the body. The body and
its needs were to be subject to the soul.

Athanasius greatly popularised the ascetic movement in his Life of
Antony. In this work, he presents the anchorite as a hero of
Christian life, in triumphant battle with evil and in the integration of
life
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brought about when the body is truly disciplined to serve the
purposes of the soul devoted to God.

People began journeying out into the desert to see Antony. His first
reaction was to go even further into the desert. His advice to people
was simple yet profound, direct and to the point, refreshing in its
brevity and full of commonsense. Once someone asked him, “What
rules must | keep in order to please God?” Antony replied,
“Carefully observe what | tell you: Wherever you go, have God
always in your mind’s eye; whatever you do, do it after the example
of the holy Scriptures; in whatever place you live, be in no hurry to
leave. If you keep these three rules, you will be saved.”

In 305 he agreed to leave his cave and established a “monastery”, a
group of cells lived in by those who wished to follow his ascetic life.
He wrote for them a basic set of rules for personal discipline and for
community living. The community aspect lay almost solely in
common worship. Antony was described as balanced, gentle, caring,
and radiant with God’s love. Solitude made him compassionate and
gave him a “serenity of manner”. “He was a man of grace and
urbanity. His speech was seasoned with divine wisdom.” His own
personal preference for the solitary life led him to withdraw from
the community to the desert again from about 310.

He visited Alexandria to encourage those facing persecution at the
beginning of the fourth century. Later, in the theological
controversies over the Trinity, he again visited Alexandria at the age
of ninety to give support to his friend Athanasius in his battle for the
Nicene party again the Arians. True to his solitary vocation, he asked
to be buried in a place known to no-one. He died peacefully in 356.
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Antony of Egypt January 17
Abbot

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Antony was born about 251. As a young man, he chose to give away
his possessions and live an ascetic life in the Egyptian desert.
Solitude and manual work, poverty and self-denial, charity and
prayer were the hallmarks of his life. He went through great spiritual
struggles, which gave him the wisdom to offer rich and sensible
counsel. Many came into the desert to model their lives on his and
to discover through silence a purity of heart which leads to an ever
greater love. Antony died in 356.

SENTENCE

The just shall flourish like a palm tree; planted in the house of the
Lord, they flourish in the courts of our God. Psalm 92: 12, 13
COLLECTS

Merciful God,

the strength of all who commit themselves to you,
you called Antony to renounce the world

and to serve you in the solitude of the desert;

give us grace to follow the way of perfection,

that we may count all things as loss

in the joy of knowing Christ, our Lord and Saviour.

God of the desert,

we remember before you the thousands
who went to seek you in solitude,

and especially Antony the hermit;

may we too overcome temptation

and come to terms with our secret selves.
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PSALMS 18:31-37 91:9-16

READINGS

1 Kings 17: 2-6 Elijah in the desert

1 Corinthians 9: 24-27 Self-discipline
Matthew 19: 16-26 Renouncing the world

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Be imitators of God as dear children, and live in love, as Christ loved
us and gave himself up for us. Ephesians 5: 1, 2
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Agnes January 21
Child Martyr at Rome

Nothing certain can be deduced as to the date or manner of Agnes’
death. It was traditionally thought to be about 304 during the
Diocletian persecution, but more recent studies suggest a date
about 350. She was one of the most famous and widely-celebrated
early martyrs of Rome. Her veneration as a martyr points to the
growing cult of virginity that was developing in the early church.

The earliest witness to her is the Depositio Martyrum of 354. About
the same time, a shrine was built over her grave on the Via
Nomentana in Rome. The Acts written in the fifth century, which tell
her story, describe her as a devout girl of thirteen who refused
marriage because of her dedication to Christ. She preferred death to
any violation of her consecrated virginity.

Many legends and stories developed round Agnes, none of them of
historical value. Agnes’ principal emblem is a lamb, probably
because of the resemblance of her name to the Latin word for
“lamb” (agnus). Pope Honorius (625-638) erected a basilica in place
of the older shrine, and people still visit Agnes’ tomb and the
surrounding catacomb beneath the basilica.
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Agnes January 21
Child Martyr at Rome

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Agnes is one of the most famous of early Roman martyrs. She is
remembered for her dedication to Christ and her willingness to face
martyrdom at the age of thirteen in preference to breaking her vow
of virginity in favour of marriage. Her wide-spread veneration points
to the growing value placed on virginity in the fourth century. There
is little historical information about her, and even the traditional
year of her death, 304, is by no means certain.

SENTENCE

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  Matthew 5: 8

COLLECTS

Loving God,

you choose what is weak in the world

to shame the strong;

grant us so to cherish the memory

of your young martyr Agnes,

that we may share her pure and steadfast faith
in Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Jesus, you bless the pure in heart,
and you blessed Agnes,

who chose to be your lamb;

may we share her innocence

and become as little children.
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PSALMS 45:10-17 109: 1-4, 25-30

READINGS

Ecclesiasticus 51: 1-3 God is my deliverer

1 Corinthians 1: 26-31 God uses what is weak
Matthew 18: 1-7 Like a child

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

I am small and of little account, but | do not forget your
commandments.
Psalm 119: 141
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Vincent January 22
Spanish Deacon and Martyr, Saragossa

Vincent was born at Saragossa in Aragon. Little is known of his life,
since the available sources concentrated on his martyrdom. Even so
the story is full of legendary accretions.

Vincent was ordained deacon by Valerian, Bishop of Saragossa.
According to the legend, Valerian suffered from a speech
impediment and used Vincent to speak for him. During the general
persecution under Diocletian in the early fourth century, Dacian, the
governor of Spain, had both Valerian and Vincent arrested . He then
gave them the opportunity to save their lives by denying Christ and
sacrificing to the gods. Vincent replied for them both with a strong
affirmation of faith. They were condemned: Valerian to exile and
Vincent to death by torture. According to his legend, he was, among
other tortures, roasted on a gridiron. He died about 304. Vincent’s
cult spread quickly throughout the Christianised world of the time,
and he was revered as a strong witness to the power of the gospel
in the face of persecution.
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Vincent January 22
Spanish Deacon and Martyr, Saragossa

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Vincent was born in Saragossa in Spain. During the persecution
under Diocletian, he was arrested, persecuted, imprisoned and half-
starved. Vincent died about 304 under tortures which, according to
legend, included being roasted on a gridiron. Although facts are
buried under legend, his widespread and early fame attests his
veneration as a heroic witness to Christ.

SENTENCE
Deliverance for the righteous comes from the Lord; the Most High is
their stronghold in time of trouble. Psalm 37: 39
COLLECTS

Everliving God,

you gave your servant Vincent
courage to endure suffering and death
for the sake of the gospel;

strengthen us by your Spirit,

so that in all trials and difficulties

we may remain firm in our faith;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

God of blood and sacrifice,

may we be one with Vincent,

who suffered unbelievable tortures and martyrdom
with legendary fortitude.
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PSALMS 31:10-22 57

READINGS

2 Chronicles 24:17-22 The death of Zechariah
Hebrews 10: 32-36 Patience under hardship
Matthew 10: 24-36 Every hair has been counted

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Jesus said, “Those who lose their life for my sake, and for sake of the
gospel, will save it.” Mark 8: 35
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The Conversion of St Paul January 25

The apostle Paul began his life as Saul, the son of a free-born Jewish
father who was also a Roman citizen. His city of origin was Tarsus of
Cilicia, but he grew up in Jerusalem and was educated under the
famous rabbi Gamaliel. His early years saw him thoroughly trained
in the Law of Judaism according to the strictest sect of the Jews, the
Pharisees. In this adherence to the tradition of the Pharisees, he
displayed outstanding zeal. He knew God’s promise, “l will come
and dwell in your midst. . . . Many nations shall join themselves to
the Lord on that day, and shall be my people; and | will dwell in your
midst” (Zechariah 2:11). What that required of Israel was total
commitment to the Law and the covenant with God faithfully
honoured in purity and holiness. This led Saul to the conviction that
he should do everything possible to persecute the followers of Jesus
as deviants from the call of Israel. Within Jerusalem, he was diligent
in having many Christians imprisoned, and at times cast his vote for
the death sentence, as in the case of Stephen.

Saul’s intensity of opposition to the followers of Jesus took him
beyond Jerusalem, in a relentless search for Christians in the
synagogues of the Dispersion. It was on the occasion of one of these
forays that his conversion took place. He had letters of authority
from the high priest in Jerusalem to carry out a search and arrest
mission in the synagogues of Damascus. As he and his support party
were nearing Damascus, Saul was brought up short by a blinding
light, and a voice asking him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me?” Saul was ordered to continue into Damascus, where he would
be told further what to do. But he was also told that his calling now
was to be a witness for Jesus and an apostle to the Gentiles.
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In Damascus, Saul was befriended by Ananias, a devout believer and
leader in the Jewish community. Ananias ministered to him in his
immediate need and began the process of introducing him to the
Christian way. From the moment his eyesight returned, which he
had lost in the experience on the road to Damascus, Saul began to
preach openly in the synagogues that Jesus was the Son of God, the
long-awaited Christ, the one in whom God had visited Israel and
brought in the Gentiles.

Later, Saul changed his name to Paul and became the outstanding
missionary, apostle, writer-teacher, and theologian of the early
Christian church. It was a complete and thorough-going conversion.
Several factors had prepared him for that moment of life-changing
encounter with Christ. There must have remained with him the
memory of Stephen. The inexplicable fearlessness of the Christians
he captured would also have challenged him. Above all, he saw that
God’s grace was far broader than he had ever imagined. God had
visited Israel for redemption, not in a demand for ritual purity, but
in grace and love that fulfilled the Law. Through faith, Jew and
Gentile alike had access to what God in Christ had done. He had
been prepared for this moment. The zealous Pharisee had become
the passionate apostle.

Although there is evidence of the Conversion of St Paul being
observed in some places as early as the sixth century, the feast was
not strictly observed until the twelfth century.
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The Conversion of St Paul January 25

FOR LITURGICAL USE

The conversion of Saul, the zealous Jewish Pharisee of Tarsus, into
Paul, the passionate apostle to the Gentiles, occurred on the road to
Damascus. Saul was on an expedition to hunt out and arrest all
those he could find in the synagogues who believed in Jesus. A
blinding light and a voice from heaven stopped him in his tracks and
convinced him that the message of the good news of Jesus Christ
was indeed from God, and that henceforth he must proclaim Jesus
as the Christ, the Son of the living God.

SENTENCE

| am not ashamed, for | know whom | have believed, and | am sure

that he is able to guard until that day what he has entrusted to me.
2 Timothy 1: 12

COLLECTS

Almighty God,

you have caused the light of the gospel

to shine throughout the world

through the preaching of your servant Paul;

grant that we who remember his wonderful conversion

may follow him in bearing witness to your truth;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Convert us,

Jesus the persecuted,

as you converted Paul

and sent him as apostle to the world.
May our love, our prayers, our suffering
carry your gospel at whatever cost

to all who wait to hear it.

Hear this prayer for your name’s sake.
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PSALMS 67 87

READINGS

Jeremiah 1: 4-10 A prophet’s appointment
Acts 9:1-22 The conversion of Paul
Matthew 19: 27-30 Loss and gain

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

| live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up
for me. Galatians 2: 20
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Timothy and Titus January 26
Companions of St Paul

Timothy was the son of a Greek father and a Jewish mother, Eunice,
who was a “believer”. He was already a disciple when Paul visited
Lystra on his second missionary journey. Timothy had presumably
become a Christian at some earlier date, perhaps during Paul’s first
visit to the district. Whether he was already known to him or nor, on
the recommendation of the local church, Paul decided to take
Timothy as his travelling companion and assistant. To avoid all
suspicion from other Jews, Paul had Timothy circumcised (Acts
16:3).

The first mention of Titus (Galatians 2:1) is in connection with the
visit of Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem for the Council in 48 CE.
Since Titus, unlike Timothy, was wholly Greek, Paul did not think he
needed to undergo circumcision, and later makes the point that the
Jerusalem church did not insist on this either (Galatians 2:3).

Timothy and Titus both figure in Paul’s letters, each being
mentioned about a dozen times. By contrast, in Acts, where
Timothy’s name occurs six times, Titus is not referred to at all. The
impression given by the various references is that Timothy took over
from John Mark the role of close personal assistant to Paul and was
sometimes entrusted by Paul with special missions, and that Titus
was a rather older man, who first appears as part of the delegation
from Antioch. Later, Paul sent him to the troubled church at Corinth
(2 Corinthians 7 and 8). Later still according to the Pastoral Epistles,
each was sent as Paul’s representative, Timothy to Ephesus
(1Timothy 1:3) and Titus to Crete (Titus 1:5). Both are instructed to
govern their respective churches and appoint officers of the church.
This evidence is complicated by debates over the authenticity of the
Pauline authorship of the Pastoral Epistles (1 and 2 Timothy and
Titus).
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Timothy and Titus are commemorated together on the day
following the feast of the Conversion of St Paul. We remember them
as devoted, hardworking and much-travelled companions of the
great missionary and teacher. Later tradition regarded both men as
bishops: Timothy as the first Bishop of Ephesus and Titus as the first
Bishop of Crete. The much later Acts of Timothy records Timothy’s
death as a martyr. Titus is said to have died on Crete.
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Timothy and Titus January 26
Companions of St Paul

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Timothy, half Greek and half Jewish, and Titus, wholly Greek, were
two of Paul’s most loyal and devoted companions. Timothy was the
co-sender (always with Paul and often with Silas as well) of several
letters, and Timothy and Titus were Paul’s representatives on
special missions. We remember them today, the day after the feast
of the Conversion of St Paul, as his hardworking and much-travelled
companions and helpers. They remind us that loyal and devoted
support plays an important part in any leader’s mission.

SENTENCE

Because they have set their love upon me, | will deliver them, says
the Lord; | will uphold them because they know my name.
Psalm 91: 14

COLLECTS

Loving God,

your servants Timothy and Titus went with Paul
and shared his labours for the spread of the gospel;
grant that we, like them, may be ready

to bear witness and to suffer in your service;

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

God of Timothy and Titus,

Paul’s companions,

who went where he could not go,
may there always be people
willing to go where you send them.
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PSALMS 112 119:9-16

READINGS

Exodus 18: 17-20, 24-26 Help for a leader
2 Timothy 1: 1-8 To Timothy
orTitus 1: 1-4 To Titus
Matthews 24: 42-47 Good stewards

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Through us God spreads in every place the fragrance that comes
from knowing Christ. 2 Corinthians 2: 14

47



John Chrysostom January 27
Bishop of Constantinople
Teacher of the Faith

John Chrysostom was the patriarch of Constantinople in the late
fourth century who became so renowned for his preaching that he
was later named “the golden-mouthed” (Chrysostom).

He was born about 347 in Antioch, and grew up familiar with the
sophistication of educated city life. He showed an interest in
theology from an early age, and after his baptism was greatly
attracted by the ascetic ideal, which had become very popular with
many. The popular religious heroes were those who engaged in the
rigorous discipline of the monastic life, striving for the ideal life
through personal self-denial in the desert. John was attracted to this
style, but also to serious biblical studies, for which Antioch was
famous. He spent a year or two in the Syrian desert, but in 381
returned to Antioch and was ordained.

John soon became well-known as a preacher, and the stenographers
would be on hand to take down his sermons for publication.
Chrysostom’s primary interest was in rousing his hearers to purer
discipleship and commitment, and he gave himself wholeheartedly
to this task. “I cannot let a day pass without feeding you with the
treasures of the Scriptures,” he told his hearers. His principal
themes were moral ones and the need for Christian action. This he
followed through in energetic work among the poor and destitute in
Antioch.

It was little wonder that imperial aides engineered the election of
the famous preacher from Antioch as patriarch of Constantinople in
398. They hoped in this way to stop the incessant ecclesiastical
bickering in the imperial city. John gave himself unstintingly to his
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preaching and the organisation of social relief. In doing so, he
gained enemies amongst the ecclesiastical court sycophants, whom
he told to go home. Opposition grew, and John’s continuing
ascetical style and castigation of the luxury of the upper classes
increased the level of dissatisfaction. He also fell foul of church
leaders who felt upstaged by his reforming zeal.

Finally, when the empress Eudoxia took personal umbrage at a
sermon by John on Jezebel, Chrysostom’s enemies succeeded in
having him banished to Cucusus in Lower Armenia. From there he
continued a voluminous correspondence; so much so, that in 407 he
was sent further into exile on the Black Sea coast. The strain of the
journey on foot was too much for him and he died en route, his last
words being, “Glory to God for everything.”
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John Chrysostom January 27
Bishop of Constantinople
Teacher of the Faith

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Born in Antioch in 347, John earned his nick-name, “the golden-
mouthed” (Chrysostom), for his brilliant preaching. He was much
attracted to the ascetic tradition, which became popular in the
fourth century, and preached vigorously on the need for a
disciplined Christian lifestyle. He was made patriarch of
Constantinople in 398 against his will. His crusading moral zeal
gained him enemies in church and state, who succeeded in having
him exiled to Armenia, where he died in 407.

SENTENCE

How sweet are your words to my taste; sweeter than honey in my
mouth. Psalm 119: 103
COLLECTS

Gracious God,

you gave to your servant John Chrysostom

eloquence of speech and courage to bear reproach for you;
give us clarity in our proclamation of the gospel

and steadfastness in time of trial;

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Living Word of God,

true word for John,

the preacher with the golden tongue,

in this world grant us knowledge of your truth,
and in the world to come to see your glory.
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PSALMS 101 119: 49-56

READINGS

Proverbs 25: 11-15 A word fitly spoken

Colossians 4: 2-6 Let your speech be gracious
Luke 21: 12-15 | will give you words and wisdom

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Let the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
Psalm 19: 14
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Thomas Aquinas January 28
Teacher of the Faith

Thomas Aquinas was the outstanding thinker and teacher of his own
period, and among the greatest of all time. He was born in 1225 to
well-to-do and ambitious parents, who sent him to the abbey of
Monte Cassino in the expectation that the might prosper and even
become abbot. Thomas developed a profound religious faith, but,
while studying in Naples, he became interested in the new
evangelical enthusiasm of the friars with their commitment to
poverty and hard work in the emerging cities. That was not at all to
his family’s liking, and they imprisoned him at home in Roccasecca
for a year, before giving up in the face of Thomas’s determination.
In 1244 Thomas joined the Dominicans and went to Paris. He spent
the rest of his life mainly in university circles in France and Italy,
writing prolifically, preaching and debating. He died in Italy in 1274
at the age of forty-nine. His writings are marked by the equable
tone in which he conducts a debate. There are no polemics, only a
passionate commitment to underlying principles and a focus on the
argument, never on the person. He is well named “the angelic
doctor”, not just for the depth of his thought, but for the irenical
spirit of his writings.

His life and his enormous output of writings mark a turning-point in
the medieval church. The new friars carried the gospel into the new
towns. They also took over the universities, much to the annoyance
of the existing teachers, who were locked into the old ways of
hierarchical order and monastic isolationism. Thomas was also at
the centre of the new theology.

Traditional theology was dominated by a Platonist outlook that
distrusted the senses and found truth in ideas and spiritual reality.
The rediscovery of Aristotle, for whom the senses are the basis of all
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human knowledge, led to a new way of understanding the world.
Most theologians reacted against the new ideas. A few welcomed
them boldly, to the point where revelation and knowledge of God
were unrelated to general human knowledge. Thomas accepted the
Aristotelian starting point for human knowledge, and thus endorsed
the scientific exploration of the world. But Thomas also saw the
limits of human reason. There are matters of faith that are not
dependent on the senses. Nevertheless, there is only one truth that
encompasses both. Therefore, it can be maintained that faith is not
irrational, and that the world is expressive of divine truth.

Thomas’s ideas were radical and, for a time, regarded by many as
heretical. His own profound religious faith and the link he saw
between faith and reason gave him a deep interest in the
sacraments, where spiritual and physical so obviously meet. His
Eucharistic hymns are still sung.
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Thomas Aquinas January 28
Teacher of the Faith

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Thomas Aquinas was the greatest thinker and teacher of the
medieval church. He was born in 1225 and became a Dominican. He
offered the church a deep theological understanding of the physical
world as conveying divine truth, even though faith is needed for
other aspects of God’s truth. His profound thought and gentle spirit
earned him the title “the angelic doctor”. Some of his Eucharistic
hymns are still sung. He died in 1274.

SENTENCE

Happy is the person who meditates on wisdom and reasons
intelligently. Ecclesiasticus 14: 20
COLLECTS

Almighty God,

you have greatly enriched your church

through the holy learning of Thomas Aquinas;

enlighten us more and more

by the work of scholars and believers

and deepen our devotion by the example of saintly lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

God,

you give us all our wisdom, all our knowledge;

we thank you for Thomas,

for his supreme discovery

that everything he thought, everything he wrote was straw
compared with your inexpressible riches.
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PSALMS 19:7-14 119: 97-104

READINGS

Wisdom 7: 7-16 The gift of knowledge
Hebrews 5:11-6: 3 Mature teaching

John 17:6, 13-19 Consecration to the truth

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

All of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image
from one degree of glory to another. 2 Corinthians 3: 18
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King Charles of England January 30

Charles was the second son of James VI of Scotland, who became
James | of England. He was born in Scotland in 1600 and came to
England after his father’s accession. Charles was delicate as a child,
though in later life he became quite robust and a good horseman. A
studious person, he had interests ranging from theology to plays; he
also had a taste for music and painting.

Charles succeeded his father on 27 March 1625, becoming
“Supreme Governor” of the Church of England under the
Elizabethan Act of Supremacy. He found among the church leaders
an Arminian party that was moving away from the strict Calvinism of
the Puritans towards a theological position closer to traditional
western Catholicism in doctrine and style of worship. He used and
abused his power and authority to foster them and to advance and
promote high churchmen, notably William Laud. Laud had become
Bishop of St David’s in 1621 and was successively translated to Bath
and Wells, London, and Canterbury.

One result of Charles’s politically inept championship of episcopacy
was increasing political opposition, culminating in the Long
Parliament of 1640 and the civil war that erupted in England in
1642. Charles’ abduction, trial and eventual execution by fanatical
leaders of the army on 30 September 1649 made a martyr of an
incompetent politician. Whatever may be said of his indecision,
faithlessness and imprudence in public affairs, he maintained in
private life a character of high moral standard, even of beauty.

In 1661 a form of prayer commemorating the execution of King
Charles was drawn up for use on 30 January each year. Its inclusion
in the Book of Common Prayer underlines the mind-set of the
triumphant royalists and episcopalians of the Restoration. The
service was removed from the Prayer Book in 1859.
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King Charles of England January 30

FOR LITURGICAL USE

King Charles, born in 1600, succeeded to the throne of England in
1625. He staunchly resisted the rising power of Parliament and
incorporated in his resistance a strong adherence to episcopal
control of the church. He promoted an Anglicanism more
traditionally Catholic than the prevailing Calvinism. Opposition
between king and Parliament erupted in civil war. The king was
eventually executed by the army in 1649. Although a man of high
moral character and piety, Charles was a victim of his political
ineptitude.

SENTENCE
Your kingdom, O Lord, is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion
endures from age to age. Psalm 145: 13
COLLECTS

Almighty God,

ruler and sustainer of all things in heaven and earth,
you gave to King Charles of England

courage patiently to endure to the end for his beliefs;
grant us a like willingness to suffer for the truth,

to the glory of your name;

through Jesus Christ, our king and our Redeemer.

Eternal God,

we remember before you Charles,
King of England;

may we prize the authority you give us
and use it wisely.
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PSALMS 20 21

READINGS

Wisdom 6: 1-11 Responsible authority
1 Peter 2: 13-17 Respect your rulers
Matthew 20: 20-28 True leadership

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Let all the ends of the earth remember and turn to you O Lord, for
you are the ruler over the nations. Psalm 22: 27, 28
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Brigid of Ireland February 1
Abbess

Brigid is remembered in particular for her compassionate care of the
people of Ireland. Her name is variously given as Brigid, Bridget, and
Bride. Virtually no reliable historical facts about her are known. Even
the date of her death (525) is only approximate. The “Lives” of
Brigid are mainly the miracles she is reputed to have performed and
stories about her. Nevertheless, even these materials shed
interesting light on the part she plays in the affections of the Irish
people.

Brigid is portrayed as a person of deep compassion, and the scope
of this shows something of the hopes and fears of the Irish people
of her day. According to tradition, Brigid was born near Kildare and
was baptised by Patrick. She became a nun and set up and presided
over the monastery of Kildare as its abbess. As a result, Kildare
became significant in the spread of Christianity in Ireland. The
stories of her compassion include episodes of the multiplication of
food for the poor, and, on one occasion, of turning water into beer
to satisfy the thirst of some visiting clergy. In other legends she is
identified with the Virgin Mary (“Mary of the Gael”), since Brigid
looked just like the Mary that Bishop Ibor saw in a vision on the
night before he met Brigid.

The development of the stories about Brigid seems to have had
much to do with the promotion of the importance and even
supremacy of Kildare in the church in Ireland. In Ireland and in
places on the continent of Europe influenced by Ireland, Brigid
became second only to Patrick in significance.
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Brigid of Ireland February 1
Abbess

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Brigid was the abbess of Kildare and second only to Patrick in
significance as a saint to the Irish people. Little reliable information
is available on her life, but the legends and stories about her portray
her as holy and compassionate, with a deep love of the poor. She
died about 525.

SENTENCE

Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. Matthew 5: 16
COLLECTS

Creator of life and light,

you call your people

to holiness of life and a compassionate spirit;

grant that like Brigid of Kildare

we may show your love to the poor and the hungry
and follow with zeal and devotion the way

of your Son Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.

Blessed are you holy God

in Brigid, abbess of Kildare,

who in her time

kept alive the church’s prayer;
may we in our time do the same.
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PSALMS 66: 1-11 119: 129-136

READINGS

Job 28:20-28 Fear of the Lord is wisdom
James 1: 22-27 Pure and faultless religion
Luke 12: 22-31 God'’s care for all

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Matthew 5: 7
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The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple February 2

By the end of the third century, the church had come to have a
quite significant place in Greco-Roman society, and the conversion
of Constantine ensured that Christianity would be the dominant
religion of the Roman Empire. Alongside this there developed some
key theological debates about the person of Christ. These two
factors combined to produce a growing interest in the places and
events associated with the life of Jesus, and pilgrims began to flock
to Palestine.

Jerusalem became a centre for liturgical innovation, and one of the
festivals that grew up in the fourth century was the
commemoration of the presentation of Jesus in the Temple. The
festival was ordered at Constantinople by the emperor Justinian in
542, and gradually spread throughout the church in both east and
west. Candles have been associated with the festival from at least
the seventh century. Pope Sergius instituted a procession with
candles as part of the ceremonies, during which the antiphon
“lumen ad revelationem” (“a light for revelation”) and the Nunc
dimittis were sung. This gave rise to the name “Candlemas” for the
festival.

The festival commemorates the incident, recorded only by Luke, in
which Jesus is brought to the Temple and is greeted by Simeon and
Anna. Luke gives the reason for the visit to the Temple as “for their
purification according the law of Moses” and “to present him [Jesus]
to the Lord”. Within the Jewish tradition, the purification of the
child’s mother required a sacrificial offering at the Temple. The
offering in respect of the first-born child was a monetary offering
and did not require the presence of the child at the Temple. Luke’s
account combines the two themes. His interest is not in the rites
themselves, however, except to show that Jesus’ status as Saviour
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of Israel rests on obedience to the Law. Luke’s telling of the story
has many structural similarities to the story of the child Samuel (1
Samuel 1:1-2:11).

Luke’s real interest, however, is in the events that happen in the
Temple with Simeon and Anna. Simeon is described as one who was
“looking forward to the consolation of Israel”, a phrase reminiscent
of the later chapters of Isaiah. So here in the Temple, the centre of
Jewish worship, both Law and Prophets bear witness to Jesus as the
fulfilment of the hopes of Israel.

Simeon’s “Nunc dimittis” enlarges the vision of God’s work to
encompass the Gentiles, making the same theological point as the
story of the magi in Matthew’s Gospel. But Simeon goes on to
emphasise that the coming of the messiah will bring division as well
as hope, for not all Israel will accept him. But Luke does not leave
the story on this negative note, and, in Anna, the very epitome of
the faithful worshipper of God, he reiterates the theme of the
promise of God “to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem”.
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The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple February 2

FOR LITURGICAL USE

The story of the presentation of Jesus in the Temple is told only by
Luke. Luke’s main interest is not in the rites of purification, nor in
the presentation of the first-born to God. Rather, in the Temple, the
centre of Jewish worship, obedience to the Law and the hopes
expressed by the prophets find their fulfilment in Jesus. The coming
of God’s chosen one, however, will also bring division. Anna the
prophetess reiterates the theme of the promise of God “to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem”.

SENTENCE

Be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new nature,
created after the likeness of God in righteousness and true holiness.
Ephesians 4: 23-24

COLLECTS

Everliving God,

your Son Jesus Christ was presented as a child in the temple
to be the hope of your people;

grant us pure hearts and minds

that we may be transformed into his likeness,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God for ever.

Holy God,

they brought the little Christ to his Father's house,
with peasant gifts, to consecrate him;

grant to us, little or great,

that consecration;

for he is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever.
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PSALMS 118: 19-26 122

READINGS

1 Samuel 1: 20-28 A child lent to the Lord

Romans 12: 1-8 Presentation and transformation
Luke 2:22-40 The presentation of the child Jesus

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

We have called to mind your steadfast love O God in the midst of
your temple. As your name is great O God, so is your praise to the
ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with victory.

Psalm 48: 9-10
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Anskar February 3
Archbishop of Hamburg,
Missionary to Denmark and Sweden

Anskar, also known by his Latin name Ansgarius, was born in 801
near Amiens. He was educated and professed as a monk in the
nearby monastery of Corbie. He was in Correy, Westphalia, when
King Harold of Denmark asked for a Christian evangelist for his
people. Harold had been in exile and during that time had been
converted to Christianity. Anskar agreed to accompany him and in
826 became a missionary to the Danish people. A few years later he
made a missionary journey to Sweden. In 832 he was consecrated
Bishop of Hamburg. After the Vikings sacked Hamburg in 845, the
pope made Anskar Archbishop of Hamburg and Bremen and gave
him also some responsibilities for Denmark, Norway, and Sweden.

Anskar devoted his energies to founding schools and preaching and
was famous for his great charity to the poor. He attacked the slave-
trade of the Vikings, but was unable to end it. Anskar was not very
successful in Sweden, which soon reverted to paganism, until the
eleventh century. His greatest achievements were in Denmark (of
which country he is the patron saint) and in northern Germany.
Even so, Anskar saw no real harvest of his labours in his own day. He
died in Bremen in 865 and was buried there.
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Anskar February 3
Archbishop of Hamburg,
Missionary to Denmark and Sweden

FOR LITURGICAL USE

Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, who lived from 801 until 865, was a
missionary to Denmark and Sweden. He was invited to Denmark by
King Harold in 826. He founded schools and preached widely and
was famous for his charity to the poor. Anskar saw no great results
from his work, especially in Sweden, but he is the patron saint of
Denmark.

SENTENCE

See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather
them from the farthest parts of the earth, says the Lord.
Jeremiah 31: 8

COLLECTS

Gracious and eternal God,

your servant Anskar laid the foundations

for the gospel among the people of Scandinavia,

but did not see the results of his labours;

give us patience and keep us from all discouragement,
knowing that you will surely bring to completion

the work that you have begun;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We praise you, God, for Anskar,

who took the gospel to the Danes

and, when they did not want it, to the Swedes,
and then back to the Danes;

so thousands heard the gospel from him

and rejoiced.
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PSALMS 65:1-8 100

READINGS

Jeremiah 16: 19-21 The nations shall come

Acts 1: 6-8 To the end of the earth
Mark 6: 7-13 They went out and preached

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Jesus sent out the twelve to proclaim the kingdom of God and to
heal. Luke 9: 2
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The Martyrs of Japan February 5

In 1549 the Jesuit missionary, Francis Xavier, founded the church in
Japan. The Jesuits were soon followed by the Franciscans. For forty
years Christianity spread and flourished. Then in 1588 the Japanese
ruler Hideyoshi, fearful of the changes introduced by Christianity
and apprehensive of western intentions of conquest, began a severe
persecution aimed at wiping out the Christian faith completely. The
persecution included the families of the principal victims in
accordance with Japanese custom. This persecution lasted nearly
fifty years, and during that period thousands laid down their lives.

The first of these martyrs were twenty-six in number. Of these, one
was a Japanese Jesuit priest and outstanding preacher (Paul Miki),
two were Jesuit lay-brothers, and six were Franciscans (four of
whom were Spanish, one from Mexico City and one from Bombay).
The other seventeen were all laity (one a Korean and sixteen
Japanese). Among the laity were catechists, interpreters, a physician
and three boys in their teens.

Their martyrdoms took place near Nagasaki in 1597. They were tied
or chained to crosses on the ground, had an iron collar put round
their necks, and then their crosses were raised upright in a single
row. Each victim had a separate executioner, who stood in front of
the cross with a spear in his hand. It is said that while awaiting
execution the martyrs preached or sang. Then at a given signal the
spears were plunged into the martyrs.

These twenty-six were canonised in 1862 as the first martyrs of the
Far East. But they are not the only martyrs for the faith in Japan:
between 1617 and 1632 many more Japanese Christians were put
to death because of their faith.
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The teaching of Christianity in Japan was forbidden until the 1850s,
and all foreigners were excluded from the country. In 1859 French
missionaries were permitted to enter and were amazed to find that,
250 years later, there were small bands of Christians in communities
throughout Japan, who, without priests or teachers, had kept the
faith handed down by their forebears and baptised their children.
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The Martyrs of Japan February 5

FOR LITURGICAL USE

In 1597 twenty-six Christians (some priests or monks, but mostly lay
folk, including three altar boys) were put to death near Nagasaki as
part of a persecution aimed at wiping out Christianity in Japan.
Subsequently, many more Christian converts were put to death. The
teaching of Christianity was proscribed until the middle of the
nineteenth century. But when missionaries were allowed into Japan
in the 1850s, they discovered that there were several thousand
Christians, who, though without priests and teachers for over two
hundred years, had preserved and practised the faith in secret.

SENTENCE
From the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great among the
nations, says the Lord of hosts. Malachi 1: 11
COLLECTS

Everloving God,

the source of strength for all your saints,

you upheld the martyrs of Japan in the way of the cross;
grant that, encouraged by their example,

we may hold fast the faith we profess,

even to death itself;

through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

Jesus,

we remember before you

the martyrs of Japan,

crucified for you;

and when we remember Nagasaki,
may the dust and ashes

lead to resurrection.
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PSALMS 27:1-8 116: 1-9

READINGS

Wisdom 5: 1-6 God’s own children

2 Corinthians 4: 1-6 Let light shine out of darkness
Mark 8: 34-38 Life lost for the gospel

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Jesus said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”
John 12: 24
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Waitangi Day February 6

FOR LITURGICAL USE
SENTENCE

Ano te pai, ano te ahuareka o te nohoanga o nga téina o nga
tuakana i runga i te whakaaro kotahi. Waiata 133: 1

How good and pleasant a thing it is when God’s people live
together in unity. Psalm 133: 1

COLLECTS

E te Ariki o nga ariki,

i mea koe

ki te U koutou ki roto ki ahau

ka G ano aku kupu ki roto ki a koutou.

E pupuri tonu nei matou

i nga kupu o te kawenata o te Tiriti o Waitangi
i hainatia e nga Maori me nga Pakeha

i te tau kotahi mano e waru rau e wha tekau.
Meinga énei kupu i poua nei e ratou

hei maramatanga mo nga ra kei mua i a matou
e haere tika ai ténei iwi o Aotearoa. Amine.

God, the sovereign of all,

your word is law in every quarter.

Speak your words again;

hold before us the words of Waitangi,

signed by Maori and Pakeha alike

to seal their covenant;

make the treaty they established in Aotearoa
a beacon light for the days ahead;

through Christ, our guide, our way.
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God of our nation,

you have called us to care for one another;
cleanse our eyes to see each other clearly;
open our hearts to know our own mistakes;
build in us respect for each other’s taonga;
help us to do justice to one another

and to hope together.

God of covenant and calling,
you bind us together;

keep us faithful to our calling
and true to our promises.

PSALMS 133 119: 73-80 147
READINGS

1 Kings 8: 55-61 Turn your hearts to God

or Isaiah 42: 1-9 God’s justice

Ephesians 2: 13-18 Breaking down the walls

or Acts 10: 34-43 God has no favourites

Luke 2:9-14 Te hari nui

or Matthew 18: 21-35 Forgiven and forgiving

POST-COMMUNION SENTENCE

Ka whakatikatika e ia i 0 tatou waewae ki te huarahi o te rangimarie.
Ruka 1: 79 (whakarite)

God will guide our feet into the way of peace.
Luke 1: 79 (adapted)
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Cyril and Methodius February 14
Missionaries to the Slavs

Cyril and Methodius are honoured for their missionary work to the
southern Slavs, and as pioneers of Slavic literature. They were
brothers, born in Thessalonica, Methodius about 815, and
Constantine (later known as Cyril) in 826. Both were very well
educated, with some experience in diplomatic work. Both also had
an interest in a monastic life-style and were familiar with Slavonic
speech.

When, therefore, the patriarch of Constantinople in 862 received
from the prince of Moravia a request for missionaries to help
establish the church there, the patriarch sent Cyril and Methodius.
They were responsible for inventing an alphabet for the Slavonic
language (the predecessor of the Slavonic script of, e.g., modern
Russia). They then produced biblical and liturgical material in
Slavonic and did much to establish the church.

Unfortunately, Moravia was a part of Europe where it was not clear
whether it came under the jurisdiction of Rome in the west or
Constantinople in the east. Cyril and Methodius were much
harassed by bishops of the Frankish Empire, who favoured
“civilised” Latin for the church and regarded Slavonic as “barbaric”.

In an effort to get papal approval (and in this they were largely
successful), the brothers went to Rome, where Cyril died in 869.
Methodius was appointed Archbishop of Sirmium and returned to
Moravia, where he continued to build up the church. Even though
he now had papal backing, the German bishops of the Frankish
Empire continued to oppose him, and they eventually succ